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At Brook Farm he enjoyed the singing of tl familiar hymn-tunes of the old service. In Ne York it was his habit, until infirmity prevente< to attend religious worship. He clung to sacrc associations ; deplored the tendency to make r< ligious observances secular by substituting hal for meeting-houses, and lectures for sermons and held in high esteem the earnest prophets < the soul. As late as 1875, he wrote to an ol Boston friend, a contributor to the " Americn Cyclopaedia " : " You take it for granted that feel but little interest in the old Unitarianisr which is not the case. I owe it a great debt < gratitude for the best influences that my youi enjoyed ; and if any little success has attemle my subsequent career, it has been chiefly cause by the impulses I received in Boston, and e pecially from my nssociation with the liber and noble minded men whom I loved as friem and honored as guides." In 1879 he wrote i similar strains to Dr. G. W. Hosmer: "I tru that it is not a weakness of advanced years th; I cherish so strong an affection for my old Ma sachusetts friends, and especially for my bretl ren in the Unitarian ministry, whom I alwa,] regard as the best specimens of noble and e: lightened manhood that I ever met with." in our companionship; whatever may be the future we have been blest in the past; and whether this pulpit shall be filled by him who now addresses you, or by another who shall fill it more worthily, he will never cease to call down apon it the choicest benedictions of Heaven.
